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Friends in Christ—
As I write this, the Supreme Court is hearing arguments on the issue of marriage equality. Their decision on whether
or not to extend the right to marry to all people regardless of sexual orientation is not expected until late June.
Six years ago the Iowa Supreme Court handed down its decision extending equal marriage rights to all people in
Iowa. Shortly after that decision, I told our Church Council that my assumption was that marriage in our sanctuary
would be open to all people. That was the assumption and the decision of the Council members as well. Since then
ceremonies in that holy place have given witness to the fact that while marriage is indeed between a man and a
woman, it is also between a man and a man and it is also between a woman and a woman and all marriages entered
into responsibly and prayerfully are blessed by God.
This congregation, of course, has been openly supportive of marriage for all people for a long time. In 2001 my
predecessor, the Rev. Bruce Fischer, officiated at a ceremony in our sanctuary uniting Braydon Hayes and Jake
Pepples in marriage. It wasn’t recognized by the State of Iowa at the time, but it was recognized in the eyes of God.
Since the Iowa Supreme Court decision in 2008, several of our gay and lesbian members have been married here.
The couples that come to be married here are a diverse group of people: older couples who have been together for
years, even decades, and younger couples just starting out in adult life; some have been parents for many years and
now their children have the stability of married parents; some have had children since getting married and joyfully
brought them here for baptism; some are surrounded by their families, some are estranged from their families; some
are members of this congregation, others are not.
As a congregation, we have proved what we believed to be the case all along: opening marriage to all people has
renewed us and strengthened us in living out our faith even as it has improved the quality of life for so many in Iowa
City and throughout our state. Again and again, new members say that one of the reason they joined this church is
because of our open and affirming commitments.
While I hope that the US Supreme Court will recognize the constitutional right of all people to marry, I will have one
small regret when this happens. I will miss the opportunities for getting to know the wonderful people who come to
Iowa City to get married. For six years I have answered phone calls from countless couples asking hesitantly, “Could
we get married at your church.” When they heard, “Yes. That’s possible,” there was relief and joy. I’ve had the
chance to meet people from neighboring states, across the Midwest, and as far away as Texas, who have been married
in our sanctuary. It has been (and you know I don’t use the word lightly) a blessing for them, for me, and for this
congregation. I’ll miss that. But I hope that soon all people can marry whom they choose in the places they choose.
Peace,

Bill
FREE LUNCH PROGRAM NEWS
Our church served 185 lunches at 1105 Gilbert Court on Monday, March 30th. Our crew handled it all so beautifully,
as always! So grateful to the following church members who donated and prepared the menu of Shepherd's Pie,
Coleslaw, Bananas and Cupcakes and/ or served and cleaned the facility on this day: Edie Roberts, Bill Dickinson,
Rick Ruppert, John and Randee Fieselmann, John Fuller, Marge Hoppin, Claire Ashman, Ruth Kuntz, Connie
Parsons, Bryan and Ginny Clemons, Betsy Henson, Betty Stein, Marcy Kuechenmeister, Bob and Yvette Jury, Esther
Huriaux, Marnie Campbell, Donna Hirst and Virginia Spalding. Thank you all so much for making this event work
so well! Our next serving date is Monday, June 29th. A sign up sheet will be posted in Rockwood Hall by the end of
May. Any help you can lend is always very appreciated.

SPRING WORK DAY—SATURDAY, MAY 2
Join us for our annual spring clean-up day on Saturday, May 2. We’ll start to gather at the church around 8:00 a.m.,
and we’ll get to work both inside and outside our building, sweeping away the winter and looking forward to the
warm days of summer. There’s a lot to be done—and everyone, men and women, boys and girls, are invited to
participate. Everyone can do something. We usually wrap up most of the work by noon. So come when you can, leave
when you must, and be a part of this fun annual event!

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION ON SUNDAY, MAY 17
Each year in May we recognize high school graduates in our congregation. This year Molly Shepherd will graduate
from City High. The Diaconate will have a book available in Rockwood Hall where you can share your thoughts and
good wishes with Molly. The book will be presented to Molly on May 17.

PENTECOST SUNDAY—MAY 24
We will celebrate Pentecost on May 24. This day completes the long arc from Ash Wednesday through Easter
resurrection to the coming of the Holy Spirit to the followers of Christ—a journey “from ashes to fire.” Pentecost
marks God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church and our morning will be a spirited time together. The traditional
color for Pentecost is red. As we have in recent years, we invite everyone to please consider wearing “flame colors”—
red, orange, yellow—to worship on Sunday, May 24.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING WILL BE RECEIVED ON PENTECOST
SUNDAY—MAY 24
What does church mean to you? Mission? Compassion? Community?...Praise? Prayer? Peace? There are as many
different answers as there are people. But the value at the heart of every answer is the same: Love. The church is love.
Each year we receive a special offering that helps the church’s love to grow and thrive. The “Strengthen the Church”
offering grows the United Church of Christ’s future by supporting new and renewing churches, youth and young adult
ministries, and lay and pastoral leadership development—especially among women and people of color. It also funds
the “Stillspeaking” Ministry, spreading the message of God’s extravagant welcome, reaching out especially to those
who have felt there is no room for them within Christianity and the church.
On Sunday, May 24—Pentecost Sunday—we will receive this offering. Your generous gift will help the UCC create
vibrant church communities of extravagant welcome.

CONFIRMATION—MAY 31
During worship on Sunday, May 31, we will confirm several youth and welcome them into full membership in our
congregation. Four youth have been involved in the confirmation class since last September. Bill and Robin Lovin
have led the class as they studied, met and talked with members of Congregational UCC, prepared a meal for the Free
Lunch Program, and did other activities to prepare for confirmation.

CHURCH HISTORY PROJECT
A number of members of our congregation are interested in compiling a history for the upcoming 150th anniversary of
our church building in 2017. This is the kind of project to which many people can contribute a piece, and the
resulting whole can help us all to look into our past and move forward in the context of what's preceded us.
Any large scale effort needs leadership. Bryan Clemons, Randee and John Fieselmann, and Donna Hirst plan to meet
monthly or as needed to act as a steering committee for this effort. Diana Coberly and Martha Ann Crawford will be
assisting as they are able. We would like one additional person to be willing to assume a leadership role in the
effort. The leadership group will define preferred outcomes, identify available resources (people, documents, oral
histories, etc.), and determine timelines and benchmarks. It is likely the steering committee members will each have
responsibility for oversight of discrete aspects of the effort. None of those involved have "time to spare", so meetings
will be short and business will be conducted by email as necessary. A project website has been created to assist in
coordinating the effort. If you are interested in assisting with this project at a leadership level, contact Donna Hirst
(donna-hirst@uiowa.edu) or Bryan Clemons (ginnyandbryan@gmail.com) or talk to either of them before or after
church. If you are not able to assist with leadership, be aware that over the next year or two you may be asked to
contribute a small piece of the puzzle as this history unfolds.

SPRING MUSIC SUNDAY
Please join us for Spring special music Sunday, May 10th at 10:15 am. The choir of the Congregational Church of
Christ featuring organist William Crouch, and conducted by Patrick Zubiate will present works by English composers
Benjamin Britten and John Rutter.
Commissioned in 2011 for the wedding of Prince William of Wales with Catherine Middleton, 'This Is the Day' is one
of John Rutter's newest setting's of choral sacred music. Benjamin Britten's Te Deum in C was composed in 1934.
From the outset of this work, the organ asserts itself as an equal partner with the choir.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR - EQUAL EXCHANGE FAIRLY TRADED COFFEE
Many of us enjoy a cup of coffee after church downstairs in Rockwood Hall. The Choir and Adult Education
attendees enjoy it a little earlier in the day, too! We purchase our Fellowship Blend coffee in bulk from the Equal
Exchange Fairly Traded program, and it is more expensive than standard brand. That’s why you see a basket with a
yellow sign on the serving table downstairs for donations to offset this cost. We enjoy the coffee and support a good
cause at the same time.
The Equal Exchange program works with local farmers and co-ops in many countries to obtain great coffee that
benefits these growers directly. The Mission Board started our program and we support it not as a fundraiser, but as a
direct purchaser to help this program. We use the coffee on Sunday, at church meetings, and we sell it to our
congregation via our monthly Equal Exchange sales of coffee, tea, and chocolate sales after church. Please thank
Martha Ann Crawford, our very own barista, for coordinating this effort. You will often see Chuck and Robert
helping out too. Please consider contributing to our support of local farmers and co-ops around the world by
dropping some change (or bills) in the coffee basket on Sundays!

KIRKWOOD ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM NEEDS TUTORS
The guest speaker during our Adult Education Class on April 19th was Kassia Scott. She shared information with us
about the need in our community for tutors in the Kirkwood Adult Literacy Program. Tutors provide valuable one-on
-one assistance for students as they improve their English language skills, improve their basic literacy skills or work
toward a high school diploma or practice their English Conversation skills.
There is no charge to students for this service. Most tutors meet with their student one hour per week for 6 to 8 weeks.
All tutors must be at least 18 years of age and have a high school diploma. No previous experience is necessary.
Currently, there is a three month waiting period for people who want tutors. Once an application is received, an
interview will be scheduled with you. During the interview you will review tutoring materials and strategies and
discuss a possible student match for you.
We often take for granted the gift of reading and writing that we have been given. If this project sounds like
something you would be interested in helping with, Please Consider sharing those gifts. For more information,
contact Kassia Scott at 319-887-3646 or Kassia.scott@kirkwood.com.

HOSPICE HOME OF JOHNSON COUNTY
The Hospice Home of Johnson County, a 501c3 nonprofit, is dedicated to building and operating a home-like
residential facility for adults receiving hospice care services who need 24 hour care. Johnson County does not have a
Hospice Home available for end of life care, even though there are 16 homes in Iowa. This proposed home will serve
persons who do not have a primary caregiver who can do the difficult job of care at home. It will provide long term
relief for caregivers who are exhausted as they strive compassionately to care for their loved ones. It will provide an
alternative to nursing home care for final days. If you are interested, you are invited to become active in the planning
meetings on the 2nd Mondays of each month at First Presbyterian Church, Iowa City and to attend their May 8th
fundraiser at the Park Lodge, Terry Trueblood Recreation Area, 6-9pm. Questions? Contact Carol Tippe, Board
President, Hospice Home of Johnson County tippe.carol@mediacombb.net 319-321-0390 or visit their
website www.hospicehomejc.org OR Hospice Home of Johnson County on Facebook.

SUMMER CHURCH CAMP - PILGRIM HEIGHTS
Camps are available for all ages throughout the summer at Pilgrim Heights. The campground is 1 1/2 hours west of
Iowa City (between Tama and Marshalltown). Check out the brochure on the bulletin board in Rockwood
Hall. Please e-mail Barb Hanson if you have questions. barb.hanson@gmail.com

BE A PART OF THE NATIONAL OPEN AND AFFIRMING GATHERING IN CLEVELAND
JUNE 24-25, 2015!
The Coalition’s National ONA Gathering meets in Cleveland June 24 and 25—right before General Synod! Get your
Synod experience off to a great start with this family reunion for our nationwide ONA community, with
inspiring worship and music, unforgettable preaching, workshops to strengthen ONA ministry in your congregation,
and an opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones!
2015 is the 30th anniversary of the historic General Synod resolution endorsing the Open and Affirming movement!
It’s our 30th birthday! Since then, we’ve grown from six to 1,200 congregations, from 0.1 to 25 percent of the church,
from congregations with a total of 1,000 members to nearly 250,000! Celebrate our growth, and renew your
commitment to grow the ONA movement until we reach all 5,000 congregations in the United Church of Christ.
We’ve an inspiring line-up of speakers: Bishop Dwayne Royster, founding pastor of Living Waters UCC in
Philadelphia, PA, will preach at our opening worship Wednesday night. The Rev. Dr. Maritza Angulo de
González is our keynoter on Thursday. She is pastor of Manantial de Gracia (Spring of Grace) UCC in West
Hartford, CT, a leader in the Council for Hispanic Ministries, and a member of the UCC’s board of directors. The
Rev. Dr. Edward Davis is keynoter at the Synod ONA Banquet Friday night. Conference Minister for the UCC’s
Southern Conference, Dr. Davis is a leader in the “Moral Mondays” movement in North Carolina and an outspoken
advocate for LGBTQ rights in the church and beyond. These speakers and our program of informative workshops will
help your ONA congregation discover new ways to reach out to LGBTQ seekers and to connect your ONA covenant
to wider movements for justice, inclusion and peace.
We’ll offer two workshop tracks: one for ONA churches, and the other for congregations planning or starting an
ONA process. The full schedule is posted at http://openandaffirming.org/news/ona-gathering/

WORKING FAMILIES SUMMIT
We are inviting you to an exciting event which will bring dozens of progressive Iowa organizations together, for the
first-time ever, in a Working Families Summit on Saturday, May 16, 9 a.m. to 4:40 p.m., at the Scheman
Building in Ames. The event features keynote speaker and former Secretary of Labor Robert Reich and other
leading civil and progressive rights advocates for a full day of action, break-out sessions, and discussion on issues like
Raising Wages, Protecting Civil Rights, and Making Work Family Friendly.
For many Iowa families, the economic recovery is still a distant dream. Minimum wage jobs, student loan debt and
rising health care costs are just a few of the everyday factors that keep families from getting ahead. Bringing a
coalition of progressive organizations together for a day of discussion and action to work together to help strengthen
working families, determine a road map to change, and work toward effective legislative remedies is a step in the
right direction. If you want to see change and a better future for the 90 percent of Iowans who are not positively
affected by economic gains, come to the summit and find out how to make a difference.
To register for the Summit go to Facebook: Working Families Summit or call 1-800-372-4817 for more information.
Space is limited, so register now. Registration ends May 11.

FREE MEDICAL CLINIC
The Iowa City Free Medical & Dental Clinic Fundraiser will be on May 8, 2015 from 5:30-7:30 pm. It will be held at
The College of Public Health Atrium. Join us for live music by the Dick Watson Trio, drinks, appetizers, and a silent/
live auction. Can’t make it? You can still donate to the cause at freemedicalclinic.org.

In The Congregational United Church of Christ we all share in performing duties for the worship service.
A list is provided each month for the assignments of Greeters, Ushers, and Hospitality.
Please arrive one-half hour before services, which begin at 10:15 a.m.
If you cannot serve on the assigned date please call
someone else on the list to arrange a swap with them.
MAY

GREETERS

USHERS

HOSPITALITY

3

Sheryl Amos
Ann Aschoff

Kirsten & Amanda Bouma
Meagan Carnes & James
Robinson

Susie Brown

10

Paula Forest
Donna Hirst

Bryan & Ginny Clemons
James & Diane Jetter

Hermine McLeran
Laura Stunz

17

Joan Buxton
Andrea Rauer

Bill & Ann Leefers
Chris & Vernette Knapp

Fern Weir
Karen Smith

24

Jennifer Hrabe
Cindy Parsons

Lowell & Jan Dendinger
Carroll Hanson
Blair Klinefelter

Steve & Sue Wolken

31

Jane Kinney
Betty Mather

Chris & Amy Lewis
Roger Mills

Jane Murphy
Courtney Nelson

If you have any questions, or have made changes with anyone,
Please call the assigned
Deacon of the Month—Edie Roberts 338-8886

Men's Breakfast
Saturday, May 16,
8:00 a.m. at the
Hamburg Inn

Women’s Lunch
Thursday,
May 21st
11:45 am

Exotic India
102 2nd Ave.,
Coralville

MAY 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

3

4

5

6

7

2
Sanctuary in use

Spring Work Day

12:30-2 pm

8 am-Noon

8

9

Choir/Rehearsal

Narcotics

Trumpet Concert

Foreign Relations

Voices of Soul

Sanctuary in use

Toddler Care

Anonymous

Courtney Jones

Noon

Last one for the year

12:30-2 pm

Church School for all

Noon

7:30 pm

Choir Rehearsal

6:30-8:30 pm

Mission Board

7-9 pm

ages
Worship/Communion

7 pm

EECS

Diaconate 7 pm

Saturday

Chinese School

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Choir/Spring Music

Choi Practice

Sanctuary in use

Sanctuary in use

Foreign Relations

Marie Sanctuary

Men’s Breakfast

Toddler Care

Narcotics

6:30-8:30 pm

6-9 pm

Noon

Reserved 4-9 pm

8 am

Church School for all

Anonymous

CE Board Library

Andrew Gentzsch

Hamburg Inn

Ages

Noon

7 pm

Recital 8 pm

Song Share Music

Worship

Choi Recital 7pm

Practice

Chinese School Last

Sanctuary in use

Day Party

1-End of Day

17

18

19

Choir

Narcotics

Last Church School for
all ages

20

21

22

23

Stewardship

Women’s Lunch

Natalia Recital

Anonymous

4 pm

11:45 am

7 pm

Noon

Membership

Exotic India

Toddler Care

5:30 pm

102 2nd Ave.,

Worship/Graduation

Trustees 7 pm

Coralville

Recognition Day
Children’s Church
All Church Lunch
Song Share Recital

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Choir

Narcotics

Church Council

Dasha Recital

Dasha Recital

Toddler Care

Anonymous

7 pm

7 pm

7 pm

Worship/Pentecost

Noon

Sunday Strengthen the
church offering
Natalia Recital 7 pm

31
Choir
Toddler Care
Worship/Confirmation
Children’s Church
Joe Page Recital
Organ and Piano
2pm and 5:30 pm

5

Ed Leighton-Dick

6

Raven Rowe

11

Lela Bryant-Henry

13

Caleb Ford

14

Edie Roberts
Eliza Ghabel-Lopez

15

Elizabeth Groff

16

Sean Durham
Vea Johnson
Gloria Hanson
Barbara Sisley

17

Dylan Beerends

18

Cyndy Woodhouse

19

Pat Goeldner
John Rauer

20

Judy Doorenbos
Betsy Henson

22

Karen Smith
Courtney Nelson

24

Kathy Thede-Reynolds
Margaret Loghry
Megan Carnes
Hannah Leighton-Dick

27

Cynthia Kemp
Micaela Hansche

28

Robyn Wood-Groff

30

Oscar Hill

"The Maid Narratives: Black Domestics and White
Families in the Jim Crow South"
This book depicts the experiences of descendants of
slaves who worked as domestic servants in the segregated
South from the 1920's to the 1960's. The book goes farther
following some of the African American women and their
families who migrated to Iowa, many of them to Waterloo.
The "Women of the Great Migration", along with
husbands and families, were among some 6 million black
southerners who moved North as more occupational
opportunities became available as cheap labor decreased in
the South. These migrants often found better paying jobs in
the North but also learned that some racial division
persisted there too. Yet it was in Iowa and in Midwestern
cities that blacks began to feel less dependent on individual
whites, and they became more clearly citizens and agents of
their own lives.
"The Maid Narratives" includes much historical
research and content. The most compelling of which, are the
interviews with dozens of housekeepers, caretakers, and
cooks who share good and bad memories of the South as
well as Iowa.
The 3 co-authors of "The Maid Narratives" all have
Iowa ties and personal links to their subject matter, and they
are responsible for the interviews contained in this book.
Katherine Van Wormer (white southerner cared for by black
women) is a sociologist and professor of social work at UNI.
David W. Jackson III (black and born in Des Moines)
previous generations worked as domestics in the South and
in Des Moines. Jackson is assistant professor in the Dept. Of
African American Studies at Metropolitan State College of
Denver. Charletta Sudduth (black whose mother worked as a
domestic and cotton picker in the South) is childhood
consultant in the Waterloo School District.
"The Maid Narratives" was published by Louisiana State
Univ Press in 2012.
Judy Doorenbos, Library Committee

Our Mission Board
Action makes our faith come alive.
Pray, be a friend, offer words of support or comfort, give goods-time-talent-resources.

We are one conduit through which you, our church members, help others.



Our OGHS giving set a new record, of which we should be proud. So far we have received over $2650.00
a wonderful amount. In 2014 we received $2379. In 2013 we received $1612. A big thanks for all
involved in making this a record year.



The Sundays at Four program on April 19th raised $293 for the Domestic Violence Intervention Project.
Again, a big thanks for your generous donations.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

On Our Calendar
Equal Exchange Coffee Sales - Ongoing
You will often find coffee, tea, chocolate, and other good things available for purchase after our worship service,
usually on the first Sunday of the month, This will however resume after Easter. Martha Ann Crawford is currently
coordinating these sales and can answer any of your food questions.
The NAMI Interfaith Gathering for prayer - May 28th
Is scheduled for 7 pm May 28 at Agudas Achim Synagogue, 401 Oakdale Blvd. Coralville.
The Hospice Home Project of Johnson County - Ongoing
is raising money to build a home-like residential facility for end-of-life patients in hospice care. The purpose is to
relieve overburdened care-givers, and to avoid Nursing Home placement for those who would benefit more from
Hospice care.
Our Congregation's Opportunity to Help The Crisis Center Food Bank and Shelter House– May and June
Throughout the months of May and June, the Mission Board would like to have all consider generous contributions
to two of our local missions which have been long standing projects of our Congregational Church. The needs, as
always, continue to be great. Please see the list below of needed items for each agency. Place your donations in
the collection box in Rockwood Hall.
SHELTER HOUSE
The greatest need is for the
following items:
Toilet paper
Deodorant
Laundry detergent
Shampoo/Conditioner
Lotion/Lip balm
Summer clothes

They also greatfully accept the following
donations:
Hotel/sample sizes of shampoo,
conditioner, and lotion
Over-the-counter medications:
Antihistamine
Sinus Medication
Acetaminophen
Day Quill
Foot powder
Ear plugs
Facial Tissue
Grocery store gift cards
Iowa City/Coralville bus passes or strip
tickets

FOOD BANK
Top Ten Needed Donations:
Financial Donations
Peanut Butter & Canned Meat
Canned Fruit & 100% Fruit Juice
Pastas & Rice
Canned Vegetables
Hearty Soups & Stews
Baby Diapers (all sizes)
Baby Formula & Food
Laundry Detergent
Toilet Paper
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Parking Information

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Parking is available evenings and all day Sunday at the
IMU or North Hall Parking Ramps.

10:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Ask your usher for a voucher (or get one from the
church office).

Church Office is open Tuesday - Friday 8-4pm

OUR CHURCH STAFF
Pastor:
Music Director:
Organist:
Office Manager:
Financial Sec.
Custodian:

The Rev. William Lovin
Patrick Zubiate
Bill Crouch
Amy Engrav
Sharyn Huriaux Reitz
Eddy Ghumm

Worship
Fellowship

HOW TO CONTACT US
Tuesday—Friday……….8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Phone: 319-337-4301
E-mail:
Minister………………..……..…uccicrev@uccic.org
Office Manager……….……...…uccicsec@uccic.org
Financial Secretary……........sharynreitz@gmail.com
Music Director…………. ....uccicmudir@uccic.org
Visit our Web Site: www.uccic.org

